Ballina Byron
Gateway Airport
Terminal Expansion
Factsheet 2 - 23 July 2018
As at June 2018 annual passenger numbers for the Ballina Byron Gateway Airport (BBGA) hit 529,000. This figure
has grown dramatically from 272,000 in June 2010 reflecting a growth rate of about 8.00% per annum.
BBGA is now the third busiest airport in New South Wales after Sydney and Newcastle.
Additionally for the past few years the Federal Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics has
ranked BBGA in the top 10 out of the 50 largest regional airports in Australia based on passenger numbers.
To cater with this rapid increase in growth and provide
an improved travelling experience for passengers, Ballina
Shire Council recently gave the go ahead to expand and
upgrade the BBGA passenger terminal and carpark.
This project has been allocated $4.5 million from the
NSW Government’s Regional Tourism Infrastructure
Program, established under the Restart NSW fund, and
$2.4 million in loan funding from Ballina Shire Council.

project timing + features
The building contractor Woollam Constructions has
commenced works, which are expected to be completed
in mid-2019.

temporary changes to the
terminal
During Stage 2 the terminal’s main entry and exit points
will change.
Passengers will enter and exit via doors in the east and
western ends of the terminal.
Areas within the terminal will be hoarded off, however
the cafe will remain operational during the project in its
current location.
Directional signage will guide passengers through the
terminal.

The construction works will be undertaken in four stages
to ensure the ongoing operation of the terminal building
and minimise disruption to passengers.

changes to carparking
and drop-off + pick-up areas

The major features of the terminal upgrade include:

The Ballina Byron Gateway Airport will be 100%
operational during the construction phase.

•
•

enlarged terminal building from about 2,000m2 to
3,000m2, an increase of 50%.
increase seating capacity in the departure lounge
from 160 to 360 seats to cater for the increasing
number of passenger jets.

Passengers will be able to access the terminal building
via the airport carpark.

•

an expanded café and bar

•

a news and gifts retail outlet

•

new toilet facilities, upgraded disabled toilets and

•

improved building features such as air-conditioning
and building management systems.
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During construction there will changes to passenger
drop-off and pick-up areas. This area will be temporarily
located within the existing carpark.

Taxis, shuttle buses and hire cars will be located on the
western side of the terminal building.
Directional signage will guide motorists and pedestrians.
Passengers should allow extra time when heading
to the airport while construction is underway
More information can be found at ballina.nsw.gov.au
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